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YOUTH ON HEALTH FESTIVAL 
Statement by Member for Wagin 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [12.59 pm]:  I would like to acknowledge the great work done for our youth 
across Western Australia by YOH Fest.  YOH Fest stands for “Youth on Health Festival” and sees schools from 
right across Western Australia - from Christmas Island and Kununurra in the north to Albany in the south and 
Kalgoorlie in the east - compete in the youth drama, dance and arts festival.  Students from years 6 to 12 are 
invited to write, choreograph and perform either a 20-minute drama piece or an eight-minute dance piece, plus 
there is an area for an arts piece for special schools. 

The performance carries a particular health message each year.  The process brings many benefits to the children 
involved, in particular getting them to work together; promoting and providing teamwork, fun and 
understanding; and developing positives attitudes, a sense of achievement and greater self-esteem.  The program 
is run by 35 young people from the Mandurah region under the leadership of YOH Fest director Ann Leaver, and 
they do a mighty job.  They are supported by patrons Ernie Dingo and Professor Fiona Stanley.  YOH Fest is 
now in its seventh year and in 2004 there are some 87 entries from both public and private schools.  It is all made 
possible by the great support of major sponsors Healthway’s smarter than smoking project, Lions Clubs of 
Western Australia, Alcoa and other sponsors.   

Having personally witnessed and enjoyed some of the preliminary performances this week, it is obvious to me 
that this is a great concept with fantastic benefits for our youth.  Good luck to participants in the finals and to 
YOH Fest.  Keep up the great work. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


